
To whom it may concern,  

  

I am writing in regards to the Inquiry into Donor Conception Practices in Tasmania and am 

happy to finally have the courage to tell my story after hiding it for more than 20 years of 

knowing…  

  

I am a Donor Conceived person born in July 1979, now 37 years old and married with 2 

beautiful daughters with another darling baby on the way!  

   

I found out I was Donor Conceived when I was 14 by mum and my step father whom I have 

had in my life since I was a toddler. It has taken me 20 years to begin my search after 

spending every day since I was 14 wondering about it but never doing anything about it.  I 

had convinced myself that I was so unique and special to actually exist.. but now I want 

answers.   

  

The Donor was apparently a Medical Student at University of Tasmania, tall with dark hair & 

green eyes I think (to match mum's ex-husband's appearance). Very limited information was 

given as the Donor was to forever remain anonymous.   

I was conceived in a small clinic in Macquarie Street, Hobart & the Doctor who performed 

the insemination was Dr Rod Watkins.  

  

For the past 12 months or so my search has begun. It started with joining an Australian 

group for Donor Conceived people which has been a huge support network for me. Prior to 

joining this group I did not believe my own 'truth' and I had no idea how many people 

actually are Donor Conceived and will never find out. It also lead me to order a 23andme 

DNA test last September & have recently ordered FTDNA (FamilyTreeDNA) kit.   I got into 

contact with TasIVF, had a counselling session there & even contacted the obstetrician who 

delivered me - I was getting no where… when you are told all records back in the 70s were 

destroyed what hope do you have??   

From the 23andme results I found a 4th cousin match from Tasmania.    

The proposed changes will be fantastic for those in Tasmania wanting to know any 

information on their Donor.   

I may never find out as my records were apparently destroyed - but there is hope for others 

out there.  

  

I do not want to interfere or impose on the Donor's life should I ever find out anything. I 

would like to fill the missing pieces of who & why I am me, especially now that I have a 

family of my own.   

I want to be able to confidently tell my children about my existence & how lucky they are to 

have their mum..most importantly I want them to know that they carry no genetic condition 

& can look back on their family tree & not have any false details.  
I want to know my medical history not only for me but for my children and their children. Such 
medical information could be imperative to me and my legacy. I want to know why I look the 



way I do, do I have any half siblings and chances are -I could possibly know someone I am 

related to and not even know it. needless to say there are so many questions that can be 
answered by the knowledge that can be gained through knowing my Donor.  
  

I am here in unbelievable circumstances, I am married & have children of my own. I feel so 

blessed to exist.  

I am grateful to be here but I do deserve to know the other half of my existence.  

  

I have every right to know my genetic background, as does everyone else who is fortunate 

enough to know both sides of their family.  

  

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to email you. I look forward to an outcome & am 

forever hopeful that one day I will find out the truth about myself, as well as others out 

there.  

  

  

Warm Regards,  

  

Priscilla Walters  
  

  


